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<INTRODUCTION~

At 1130 in the morning on 17th May 1953, o beekeeper and o former
yﬂk herder took a !|-4'.r|.|1| few weary steps on te o fnewy dome.

absusted snd bresching hasd, they could go s further — there was sowbere Rarcher po go. It was them thae
E Edrungd Hillary and Trlu'lng Nn'g.l'_lr reabiveal ghey haad e dt, They had chinabsed o to the el off ghe
warld, Satisfied — and porhaps s lictle surprised - che pair gaced down on the carth below From a hoight az
which me pericn haed sqonad befon

The sun shone im the piercing blue sky and a gesile breeee was blowing. The gods of Mount Everest were
smilieg on them. Their incredible suceess had come siver monhs of prinsaking preparation, years of vraining
ared 3 lifetime of ambgion and dreaming, Along the way they bad batgled porilous physicd conditions illmsens
ared imsemse Fear

This boak eells their story — the stary of twa ualilely heroes from husble bickgroands whoie grit,
devermination and modesty caprused the hearts and imaginaions of the wosld: two ordinary men who bacled
spuinst the odds po be the fest 1o schieve s extrsoddinesy fear. Bur 3s beave, resourceful snd derermined as
they wore, scess, whea it came, did not belong just to Hilliey snd Teazing.

This was a hard-wom victory built on the experience. knowledge amd effores of husd reds of people from
arand she world,

": TJ:iF i:|.’ H-tir jh?r}r teo. }-

Hllary dnd Téntiag prapar fie thiir
gruataet chaBaage, cosqurring Fearmt



WHY CLTMB EVEREST?

k ‘Becavre it's there' = Gearge Mallary, 1923

W’hn made Hiflary .h\JT\*n.rlng': shicvement all the moee remarkable was that they bad
trimmphed where so mamy otbers had failed before. Climbers had been trving vo reach the
top of Everest for moee than 30 yeaes.

A huge amount of time, effort and money - not 1o mention national pride - had been invested in
these stremprs. Despite this, each one had ended in disappoinemem and some, even. in death.

A the highess mauntsin in che world, Everest woulkd remain the ultimare unconggered climbing
challenge. wiil 1953, when Hillary and Tenzing became che first bumans o set foor on its summic.

Whaterer preple cheers f gall 8, sne thisg it
gutuin) Evwrert it a watreme plage. AF fhe
kigheit priafy on the mowshais, geaditien ant 1o
Raefh Bhit ap dnimal s plist sas ferviod thirk,
Temperaturn can phage to A0 and powedd

windi ol marr thoan 100mpk bid¥er Phe frmmit
fae mail of o poar, Maanieiihs, viakeat ghermi
o emp wp P Phree saferl of foe ol @ Piar,

v,
Fav o Fowe warkp guph yrar The wiather
wonditions imprave jort easwgh Tov
elimbier te make au attrmpt on the
it, Yot eves risg Fhaie ‘waather
windeiy’, condifipni remain Ragiadasi,
\I v Lew ampyars levely and Fhe
" draining #ifwcry of alfitede
’% A 1 . } ] rn tie uman badp monn
i tief climbae] mert keftle
Ther path e fh o i Pheeis wilh drafh trapi beclifiag = g wiery fep thry faka.
wislancher, rbq“tj- Sobeaai of fow, anciifalli gnd K" .
tramingly battomlogi oot
Bach iy Fhu surly IDIR crabury, Reinavies, The sajer
diffigalty of chasbiag Bowrnrt Loy is gadsing wccopr tn i

Hig Molinagi e 18R Dalai Lasa of Tibef
allsie Farpignart do fraval fe Shr asew. [P ag saly i 1920
Atat Bi Faekari the 150k Dales Lasa graated & [

twwm of ghasbwiy sud poreeperer porsbipas B wiit . Thais
Bl Wat 55 dppaaes iF & reife B HhE Tuinsddt amiphid.
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The race fo climb Everest had begua . . .
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4 training period during which they got ta koo their su
oonipmont and. nsost mmpaortanchy. cach athar.

Trainieg q'ﬁrnpku. they mved off to szare their minakon -~ but nog beforc
receivimg a blexsing from che head lama for the sscoess of cheir expedivion
The team established cheir base camgp ag the oot of the Khwmba Ieelfall
14 wax From Bede ghat they would Lunch thelr aigack.
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